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SME’s Latest Book Title Provides a Definitive Reference 
for Metallurgists, Process Engineers, and Students 

Part history, part technical guide, and part visual tribute, The 

Art & Science of the Flowsheet is now available via the SME 

Bookstore. The book, authored by John O. Marsden, is SME’s 

newest title and turns complex metallurgical processes into a 

compelling visual history that reveals how the industry 

learned to create and innovate, and why it’s still relevant 

today. 

 

Across 280 pages, Flowsheet is richly illustrated with more than 190 historical and modern 

flowsheets, with Marsden revealing how each diagram reflects its era’s technology, challenges, 

and ingenuity—and how flowsheets continue to shape the efficiency and sustainability of 

modern operations. The book traces the people, processes, and equipment that have driven 

flowsheet development up to the present day, with one eye on the future. According to Marsden, 

the book celebrates the accomplishments of metallurgists and mineral process engineers 

around the world. 

Adam Johnston, Chief Metallurgist at Transmin and the developer of Flowsheets.org, states: 

“This is a book that stands alone in terms of depth and accessibility–this is quietly the history of 

our industry, the flowsheet just gives it somewhere to stand.” 
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Discover the hidden art behind metallurgy and learn how flowsheets shaped innovation from 

hand-drawn diagrams to digital design. The Art & Science of the Flowsheet is available in both 

print and eBook formats. Special pricing is provided to SME members, as well as to students.  

All royalties from the book are donated to the SME Foundation, advancing mining and 

metallurgy through scholarships, outreach, and programs that educate, connect, and inspire. 

Find more details about the SME books publishing program at smenet.org/Professional-

Development/Publishing-with-SME. 

 

About SME 

The Society for Mining, Metallurgy & Exploration (SME) brings together the mining and mineral 

industry’s brightest and most dedicated professionals. Over 14,000 global members advance 

their careers with the world-class technical resources, educational programs, networking 

opportunities and professional development tools from SME. Our members are focused on 

sharing best practices for safety, environmental stewardship and moving mining forward. SME. 

Inspiring mining professionals worldwide. 
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